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The Trend Report 2013

While it sets out existing and likely future 
trends which characterise the new digital 
paradigm, it doesn’t forecast the future of 
libraries. 

That is where you come in. How libraries 
evo l ve  to  r e m a i n  r e l eva n t  i n  t h e  n ew 
information landscape is perhaps the most 
urgent question facing the profession today.



The Trend Report 2013: The Process

1) Literature Review: a look at political/regulatory, economic, social and technological trends, based on 170 sources.
2) Expert Submissions: 16 experts sharing their perspectives on the future of the information environment.
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The Trend Report 2013: The Trends

1. New technologies will both expand and limit who has access to information
2. Online learning will democratise and disrupt global education
3. The boundaries of privacy and data protection will be redefined
4. Hyper-connected societies will listen to and empower new voices and groups
5. The global information economy will be transformed by new technologies
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Trend Report Updates: 2016-2019
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IFLA Trend Report 2017 Update

Library  and  Anti-library: Preserving Truth in the 21st century

Libraries: The Need has never been greater 

3D Printing and Makerspaces in Libraries
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IFLA Trend Report 2018 Update

Scenario Planning and Libraries

Libraries are under Attack: Here’s  How They Can Fight Back 

Libraries Matter

Libraries and Community Networks—A collection of Win-win 
Opportunity
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IFLA Trend Report 2019 Update

1. Dealing with new uncertainties：
(1) We can no longer count on the support of governments: 
Advocacy is the Answer.
(2) Policy complexity is increasing the pressure on individuals to 
take the right decisions:  Library can Help! 
(3) Library and information workers are facing uncertainty about 
future: We can best address it through dialogue
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IFLA Trend Report 2019 Update

2. Adopting Holistic Approaches:
(1) People need holistic service, across fields and throughout life: 
Libraries Provide this.
(2) Under the impulsion of the United Nations, governments are 
working to develop holistic policy approaches: Libraries provide a 
model delivery mechanism.
(3) We need to take a holistic approach to the skills we need, and 
the way we learn: Making learning a lifelong habit in Libraries.
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IFLA Trend Report 2019 Update

3. Working  at Scale:
(1) The ongoing development of new technologies makes it 
possible not just to take an international outlook, but also to take 
international action.
(2) The making and shaping of policy decisions is increasingly 
international. To be included, libraries too need to act at an 
international level.
(3) Thinking and acting at a global level isn’t easy: To do it, we 
need initiatives like the IFLA Global Vision.
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