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Abstract Objective: To present the foreign hot topics on Chinese herbal drugs research by analyzing related literatures of the
foreign authors. Methods: PubMed database was searched to select the articles related to Chinese herbal drugs and published
during the year 1998 to 2007, and medical subject heading (MeSH) terms of all articles were downloaded. Subsequently all the
MeSH terms that appeared over 20 times were selected and co-word analysis was used to cluster these medical MeSHs. After
statistically analyzing the contents of each cluster, the research focuses were obtained. Results: A total of 2609 articles associated
with Chinese herbal drugs were searched from PubMed database,43 MeSH terms appeared over 20 times, and were clustered into
5 groups according to their co-occurrence strengths. Conclusion: The 5 hot topics are as follows: (D Anti-Inflammatory activity,
antioxidant activities, anticancer activity of Phytogenic Antineoplastic Agents, and neuroprotective effects of Chinese herbal drugs
are the hot topics of pharmacology research. @ Diabetes and Asthma are hot topics in therapeutic use of Chinese herbal drugs in
foreign country.(® Chinese herbal nephropathy and acute hepatitis induced by Chinese herb are hot topics in the adverse effects of

Chinese herb research. @PC-SPES for the treatment of prostate cancer was concerned by the foreign researchers. ® Chemistry of
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Panax and activity of Saponins are also hot topics in the research of chemistry of Medicinal Plants.
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