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Investigation and Inflection on the LIS Curriculum of U. S. iSchools in the Data Era

Abstract: [ Purpose/significance ] The development of the big data technology and the establishment of the data-intensive par-
adigm, the so-called the “fourth paradigm”, are promoting the transformation of LIS education from the digital era to the data
era. In this context, we restarted the 2014 survey to compare and analyze the development and changes of goals and curriculum of
LIS programs in the U. S. , and provided a reference for the LIS education in China. [ Method/process | The paper selected the LIS
programs in the top 10 iSchools in the U. S. in 2021, and conducted an investigation and coding analysis of their training goals and
curriculum settings, and compared them with the investigation results in 2014. [ Result/conclusion | The study found that learning
outcome of students is emphasized, the education objective focuses on discipline-oriented, professional-oriented and social develop-
ment-oriented ; compared with 2014, curriculum keeps stable to some extent while changes has happened: the number of data sci-
ence, health informatics, and digital humanities courses increases both in the theoretical and technical category obviously. In gener-
al, the characteristics of LIS curriculum in U. S top 10 iSchools could be summarized as follows: learning outcome-oriented design
concept, the flexibility, diversity, and novelty of the curriculum design, the freedom and restriction of teaching and training meth-
ods, and the highly targeted guidance of course selection. The reference to our country is as follows: strengthening the professional
and social orientation in the cultivation concept, improving the freedom of curriculum design, keeping up with the cutting-edge de-
velopment and updating the curriculum content, enriching the practice teaching methods, and improving the level of course selec-
tion guidance.

Keywords: iSchools; library and information science; curriculum design; teaching and cultivation; USA
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