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Abstract; [ Purpose/Significance ] Understanding the Laozi’s thoughts relates to comprehend the early culture of Chinese. In this study,
digital humanities methods were applied to empirical research. By using the method of big data calculation, including quantitative statistics
and qualitative analysis, many long—standing problems in the field of Laozi’s research were deeply explored, such as the source, influences

and other aspects of difficulties, mainly about the text organization characteristics and interrelationships which are difficult to find by read-
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ing. [ Method/Process| The word frequencies were counted on the " Laozi" corpus of Heshanggong’s version. Similarity analysis were

conducted and the citation of classics were analyzed. The BERT model were trained on ancient Chinese, and the generated word embed-

dings were used to calculate the similarity between classic sentences. [ Result/Conclusion] By using TF-IDF for text vectorization, we

found that " Huainanzi" is the most similar work with " Laozi" among its later works. By training the self-supervised learning model,

BERT, a model whose accuracy reached 52. 11% on the cloze task and 98.45% on predicting whether it’s the next sentence task was got.

The result of similarity calculation indicates the close relevance of " Laozi" and " Mozi" . The proposed method could help us to rethink a-

bout the theoretical and ideological relationship between " Laozi" and "Mozi" .
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