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The Review of Cluster Innovation Network: Concepts,
Mechanisms and Future Prospects

XU Lei
( School of Management,Zhejiang University , Hangzhou 310058 )

Abstract The studies on cluster innovation networks gradually become the mainstream in industrial cluster research. Firstly, the concept
of cluster innovation network is proposed from the perspective of space and structure based on related theories of innovation system, inno-
vation network, and knowledge network. Secondly, four evolution characteristics of cluster innovation network are summed up: the open-
ness of the network boundary, the diversity of network subjects, the dynamic of embedded object, and the diversity of network relation-
ship. Then, cluster innovation network is divided into four types from two dimensions of geographical boundaries and subject, and the op-
erating mechanisms are investigated respectively. Finally, we provide some future research directions.
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